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wheels go round
“I have not failed. I’ve just found found
10,000 ways that don’t work.”
-Thomas A. Edison
In my last article, it was written that
motocross isn’t that important in the grand
scheme of life. It truly isn’t, it is something
we should be able to live without if we have
to. On the other side of the coin, motocross
is very important to our lives, we often refer
to riding as freedom from the stresses of
life and I agree largely to a point. We need
passion in life. Where your treasure is, their
is your heart also. We have to be careful of
the love we have towards things in this life,
if we are not, it can consume us to the point
that it becomes an enemy in our lives, or
basically have rule over our life. Some of us,
and myself would be quick to say that “of
course I want motocross to rule my life” but
it shouldn’t be so. Follow me for a moment
here as I attempt to give full gravity to the
blessing of motocross in our lives and the
danger of it consuming your life.
The overall point in the last article was
to direct our hearts towards thankfulness
and understanding instead of the often
attitude of “You have messed up, I know
a better way, or I quit because you have
messed up!” This is in direct regards to
the efforts of OMA and any noteworthy MX
facility and the opinions/attitudes of the MX
family towards them and each other. Just
like any of us, I love motocross, the people,

the sounds, the smells, the feelings, the
experiences, the competition, and surely
the riding! Yes, I do get frustrated at times
the way a racetrack will handle things, even
OMA tracks, because I have my opinion of
how something should be done.
When we love something so much
and don’t get it, it effects our attitude and
vice versa. The key is to be content, not
complacent. When I was about 14, my mom
and step-father had completely split for
good. I had a ‘98 YZF400 that I absolutely
loved. Well, the bike came up for dispute
in the court dealings. My mom came to me
and told me that the bike may have to go. I
was for a lack of better words “pissed off”
that after my whole life is falling apart, the
bike had to go too? I didn’t care about my
mom or step-dad, or dad, or my brothers
and sisters, I only cared that I had that dirt
bike because it was all that gave me joy or
so I thought. I became a super jerk and very
bitter, even hateful. I yelled at my mom, told
her I hated her, and that I didn’t care about
them, I just wanted the bike. My actions
and words grieved my mother’s heart and I
didn’t care as long as I got what I wanted!
I didn’t give one thought to the sacrifice
my mom had already been making and how
difficult it was for her to deal with not only
one child, but four in such a dividing time.
My attitude was flat out “I don’t care and I
want my bike at any cost. Well, I got the bike
and eventually it broke shortly after all this
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wheels go round
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all this and I couldn’t fix it...didn’t have the funds, the tools, or the know-how.
I was more mad and broken-hearted than ever, but I still had Malvern to go
work at which gave me joy. I recall many times standing post with a yellowflag in hand being upset over life but at the same time being happy at the
track. Yes, you could say I was a hurting and confused child in the midst of a
hard time, but that just don’t cut it, my behavior was wrong and hurtful, and
thankfully my mom took it all in stride and continued to love me unconditionaly.
I can’t imagine how hard it must have been for her when the whole time she
was fighting for my life and all I did was give her the cold shoulder and the
stink eye without any concern for her pain and struggles.

Fast forward 14 years later to now; how wrong was I and how right the
blessings that have been given to me through motocross. Every job I have had
and the one I have now have been a direct result of the MX family. All of the
friendships in my life are a direct result of the MX family. All the opportunites I
have been given are a direct result of the MX family. The person that I now am
and the wisdom I have been given is a direct result of the MX family through
God’s love and judgement. The most consistant inspirational and heartbreaking vessels of all this is you, the people. The children have had the most
influence in my heart, not only do they bring great joy into my life and yours
through seeing and experiencing their passion for motocross, making friends,

by Jarrett Strouble
being friendly, and just their good ol’fashioned goofing off; they also bring
great conviction and fear to my heart because we are responsible for them. We
are responsible for their safety as well as their character and attitude. We are
leading them! They absorb everything! We can learn so much from the hearts
and minds of children that as adult’s we tend to lose sight of the finer things
in life. Really take an honest look at yourself, and see how much motocross
has done for you!
We as adults may complain at the long race days spent at the track,
but look at the children, they are playing with each other, making miniature
dirt bike tracks with toy motorcycles and quads. We may complain of not
having enough laps or time on the track when the kids are just itching to
go riding no matter the time allowed or the conditions. We may complain of
not having the right set-up or a better bike when the children just want to
go ride. We may complain that someone passed on yellow or a rough pass
when the children are just happy to be racing with friends. We may complain
of a stagger start when the children just want to get off the gate and onto the
track. We may complain of our competitors being rude off-the track, when the
children cheer each other on and then go have popsicles together afterwards.
We may complain of too many or not enough classes when the children just
wanna ride. We may complain about some dust or mud when the children say
give me some goggles. We may complain, but children always ride! This is to
say is your joy found rooted in the accomplishments of racing/riding or is your
joy rooted just simply in racing/riding?
This is not to suggest to throw common sense or right and wrong out
the window, but that our attitude matters and has great effect on each other.
Like Mr. Edison stated; OMA has found ways that don’t work, but they have
not failed. They keep working, keep refining, and keep pushing forward even
when we complain and the kids ride. What joy has motocross brought into
your life and are you thankful? Perhaps the vision of children is wiser than
the vision of us so-called adults! Don’t treat OMA or good tracks like I did my
mother, it’s not right. OMA is taking us in stride, and loving us unconditionally
just as my mother did me. I am so thankful my mother didn’t quit as easily on
me as I quit on her, neither is OMA. Do we both have some growing up to do?
YES!!! Will we become a strong family? By our choosing, just maybe we will
be; time and effort will tell the tale. Don’t quit, go ride! Brap!
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by Trent Heller

#OMA #MX #BestYearEver #NeckWhippinForever
Ok, now those of you with attention spans longer than 5 seconds can proceed with the article.
Can we talk about the scrub? I think it needs to be addressed. I know, I have watched those awe-inspiring video clips on the internet
too. It’s of a top level pro cranking his bike over the lip of a jump. With the ever trendy dub step music and in slow motion, foot peg and
handlebars nearly dragging the dirt. Of course while winking and cheesing at the camera. We all want to be that guy. Reality check, most
of us will not be that guy.
Not saying that some fast local intermediate and pro riders aren’t doing it right, they are. Maybe not jaw dropping viral video worthy, but
good enough to lower the lap time.
Which brings me to my main point. The scrub is meant to save time, on certain jumps. It’s not necessary to be a gear low, shooting
flames out of the muffler and twisting your body into a pretzel off everything. Sometimes it’s just faster to bend the knees and elbows,
grab another gear and (gasp) go off the jump in a straight line.
I shudder when I’m at an open practice and close up on a rev limit, bobble head, feet off the pegs more than on; would rather leave in
the meat wagon than not battle like a ten foot trophy is up for grabs, type of rider.
Yeah that was a stand alone paragraph, but one sentence. I think I may have even used the semicolon properly. But I wasn’t an English
major and I’ve had more hard crashes than I can count on all my fingers and toes. So leave me alone.
I’ve ran across my share of erratic riders this season. Every practice I will have to hold my breath and attempt to scoot past an over
animated spazz jockey kamikaze pilot, while he is careening off the other side of the track. Without taking on collateral damage. Fortunately
all my missions have been successful so far. How bad have some of them been? I’ve witnessed hyperactive first graders make straighter
lines while bumper bowling.
2 guys ruling the roost right now are named Ryan. You know what they are both really good at? Everything of course, but to highlight a
few areas in particular:
1. Flow. Linking jump sections into corners into straightaways. Carrying a continuous fast speed the entire track.
2. Throttle control. Sounding fast doesn’t always mean going fast. Modern 4 strokes are making obscene amounts of power. Watch some
helmet video race footage from either of the Ryans. They are not wide open every corner. But they are on the power early and at the
proper RPM to carry smooth fast speed through the whole corner.
3. Consistency. Choosing the right lines to keep turning lap after fast lap.
Now to be fair there have been many guys at every practice that are fun to ride with. Many I don’t even know. Some a tick faster and some
a tick slower that are enjoyable to “Practice” with. Can be passed or pass me while being predictable and not giving off the mystique off
a grenade with the pin pulled bouncing into a populated area.
Keep it fast and keep it under control. Don’t be “That guy” we talk about while shaking our heads after we put our bikes back on the
stand.
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Photo by Jim Blevins - Bars Racing
A fast local rider took a spill last year at a faircross race that
changed his life for ever. Clint Zentner has suffered paralysis along
some other local riders like Ryan Reddick, Scott Scarvelli, Tyler
Rockstroh, Stephen Barrington, Charlie Dunaway and now Josh
Boyd that we know of. These men are apart of the motocross family
and today we are seeing what Clint is up to!

1. Clint, first off, thank you for agreeing to this interview. We are glad
to hear from you and folks want to know whats going in your life
these days. So how are you doing? Thanks for the opportunity to do
this, I’m doing pretty good been staying busy with physical therapy
and having fun hanging out with friends shooting guns which has
kind of been my new hobby.
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2. The last time most of us seen you was at the Summit
Indoors throwing out freebies to the crowd during
intermission, what was that like? That was a blast! It
was fun to get the crowd pumped up and hook them
up with some goodies.
3. Take us back to when you were a youngster...how
did you get involved in riding, first bike and who did
you ride with? I got involved in riding when I was 4
years old my dad bought me a Honda z50 and I would
ride with the kids in my neighborhood.
4. You and your brother, Brandon, are pretty fast riders,
what was the competition like between you two?
Honestly there wasn’t much competition between us
we were always in different class’s haha we only ever
raced each other I think one time with me winning of
course ha but we would help each other out a lot when
practicing.
5. Brandon also serves in the military...tell us about
that and what it means to you to have a family member
in the service? Yes he does my brother is a United
States Marine and it means a lot to me having a family
member serve our country. He is stationed at camp
Pendleton in Oceanside California right now.
6. I am sure you have alot of riding/racing memories, so
share some of those memories with us...(Tell the whole
story) - Most fun you ever had riding? I would have
to say practicing with all my friends back in the day
at Willmott’s private track in Ravenna we had a great
group that would come out to practice every week and
we always had a good time.
7. Most fun battle you were in? Cory Nething and I
had a battle at spring valley back in the day where we
exchanged the lead probably 5 times throughout the
moto all clean passes I just remember smiling under
my helmet thinking this is why I love motocross!
8. Worst defeat? Pulling the holeshot at highpoint and
leading the moto then crashing and bending my bars
to an unrideable position and having to DNF.
9. Best victory? Probably Spring Valley when I was in
B class they stagger started A and B and I pulled from
the B class and caught the A class and passed the
leader on the last lap I came off the track with a huge
smile on my face.
10. Most challenging race? Definitely Steel City
regional in 2008 it was close to 100 degrees that day
and very humid the track was super rough and the
competition, 3 moto format, and long motos made for
a very challenging race day.
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11. Funniest dirt sample? I had a practice crash
on 80s the track I was riding wasn’t prepped and I
jumped over a rolling hill and landed in some really
deep dust and got tossed over the bars I landed
face first in the dust and ate a good bit of it I was
really sweaty so the dust stuck to me everywhere
I was looking like pig pen from the peanuts haha.
12. Favorite track? Spring valley was always my
favorite track when it was open I loved that place!
13. Best race as a spectator? Highpoint 2011 when
Darryn Durham lead almost the whole first moto I
was on my feet the whole moto cheering him on
hoping to see him get his first national win.
14. First race? Malvern in 1999 I think I got 18th
the 80 classes were big back then.
15. In your down time between motos...who was
your regular crew and what did you folks do in the
pits? The Nething’s,Hunt’s, Gaski’s, Mckeown’s,
Herrlein’s, Bornhorst’s, Rhinehart’s Justin Hoyack,
Joe Rice, Chris Mckinney and some others we
had a pretty large crew we would pretty much just
hangout and get our bike work done and then there
would always be some pranks and jokes going on
either in our group or with people walking by our
pit, we always had a good time!
On to some more serious issues Clint, you have
sustained an injury that has changed your life, alot
of folks have been encouraged to see the way you
have handled things and keep a smile on your face.
Take us back to when all this reality really took
root as to what your were facing in life now? Man
at first I tried not to think about it and just do the
best I could while I was in the hospital and luckily
I had my friends there by my side every day that
definitely helped a lot. Once I went to rehab the first
days were pretty scary for me because I had not
been up from a lying down position since I got hurt
and when you cant feel or move more than 80%
of your body sitting up for the first time is a very
weird feeling and on top of that my other injuries
caused me a lot of pain when I was sitting up. I
worked hard through the pain in therapy with the
help of a tens unit and made a lot of progress in the
time I was there but to me it wasn’t enough, I had
some rough nights there a lot of thinking of what I
could be doing to better myself and sometimes it
would get very frustrating but again my friends and
family came to the rescue I would talk to them on
the phone after therapy and at night a lot because
it wasn’t as easy for them to come visit being in
Pittsburgh. Now that I am home every day is a
learning experience I learn something new about
my injuries every day and I learn new ways to live

a normal life with them.
16. We as people are important to each other,
and you said something to me a while back about
surrounding yourself with good people? Give us
some wisdom about this friend... Haha yea I think
that’s a big part of life and I think that’s why I am
where I am today I mean if I didn’t have good people
around me I wouldn’t be capable of having the fund
raisers, spaghetti dinners, ride days, raffles, and
poker runs they are all the product of good people
17. Your perspective has changed in a lot of ways,
in ways that we take a lot of things for granted...
what do you value in life now? I value the ability to
show people that no matter your situation you can
still live a good life and no matter your situation
someone else has it worse than you do.
18. How is recovery going and what are you
working towards in rehab? My recovery, is coming
along much better now. It was really hard to find a
rehab place that deals with any kind of spinal cord
injury. I now go to the therapy center in Calcutta,
Oh. They have much more to offer me. There I
have been walking around there track wearing my
braces, doing a lot of core training, and have been
in the pool. The pool really limbers me up and lets
me make my transfers with more ease. The next
big step I’m planning, is going to California, to
“Project Walk” it is a facility that, specializes in
spinal cord injuries, and is one of the best shots
for me to possibly walk again.
19. What do you do for fun these days, your still
riding right? I go shooting a lot, I go on some of
the bigger UTV rides those are a blast, I still go to
some of the local MX races, and yes I still ride haha
I bought a klx 110L and I strap myself to it and do
some riding at the house to give me my moto fix.
I also will be riding my Harley that I bought when
I graduated high school my parents and some of
my friends put some money together to buy me a
setup that will enable me to ride it.
20. Clint, you have been an encouragement to
many of us...how can we help you? Well, many
people have already helped me in so many ways.
But, I think one way to help would be, everyone
just keep encouraging me to fight and beat this
and keep moving forward, because it can only
help me to get better at whatever comes my way.
However, we are doing fundraisers etc. which are
posted on my facebook page, or, I do have a benefit
account set-up at PNC bank. It’s listed as Clinton
Zentner Benefit Fund, and any PNC Bank can take
donations.
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Quad fest
June 22nd started the way most
Saturdays do at Briarcliff motocross
track. Trucks with trailers started filing
in around 9am, people were milling
around trying to stay out of the sun,
and final adjustments were made to
the the rider’s bikes. Then the first
motor starts. Then the first rider hits
the track. Only this day though, there
are no bikes to be seen at BC, quads
are to rule this day.
As a former motocross rider, I’ve
never been a big fan of the four wheeled
kind. One time I tried to jump a pretty
small double on a 400ex, and it was
one of the more scary things I’ve done.
But I have to say this weekend at Ohio
Crew’s Quad Fest has made me a little
bit more of a believer.
The morning started off with 4-5
solid hours of great open practice at
Briarcliff. BC seemed like a completely
different track after letting exclusively
quad make the lines. Fast a wide open,
it seemed like Upperman, Hamrick,
and company in the dash for cash were
turning some of the fastest laps I had
ever seen Briarcliff. JR Hinds put on
a great freestyle demo, followed later
by a UTV/Quad GP. Barrel races, great
food and good friends flow seamlessly
into nightfall. It felt like family. I thank
Ohio Crew for letting me be part of
their gang, and if you are quad hater,
get your head out of your ass. You both
love riding and probably have more in
common with than you think.

COOL IT
Jeremy White
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Quad fest
Crazy UTV Dudes
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